Registration Form for FOCS '99

HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA Reservation Request for a participant of IEEE Computer Society FOCS'99
To reserve a room you can
• call 212-736-5000 or 1-800-223-8585;
• fill a form available at hhtp://hotelpenn.com;
• fill this form and fax it to 212-502-8712. 
General Information
For detailed and up-to-date information, see the conference web site: http://www.cs.washington.edu/focs99 We will post updates of the general information, requests for hotel roommates (send them to berman@cse.psu.edu), etc. at this site.
Registration:
The registration desk will be open from 6 pm -10 pm on Saturday, and during the day on Sunday and Monday. Additional copies of the proceedings will be sold during the conference at the registration desk. Conference Events: A reception will be held at the Pennsylvania Hotel from 7PM until 10PM on Saturday, October 16. Drinks and hors d'oeuvres will be served. There will be a business meeting on Sunday, October 17. Lunches will be served in the conference hotel Sunday through Tuesday.
Location and Accommodations
All conference events will take place at the Hotel Pennsylvania in New York, located at 400 Seventh Avenue, between 32nd and 33 street. The hotel was built 80 years ago, and its name refers to Pennsylvania Station Terminal, the main train station of New York, which is located across the street. In the 1930's it was a center for big bands -Glen Miller's song Pennsylvania 6-5000 made its telephone number famous.
The prices quoted in the Reservation form are for a limited block of rooms at the Hotel Pennsylvania and are guaranteed until September 15. You are advised to make reservations as soon as possible, because the size of the reserved block of rooms had to be based on the demand in the previous years, when obtaining an alternative accommodation was much easier.
Important advice: obtaining a cheaper hotel in New York is theoretically possible, especially if you reserve well in advance. However, it is not easy to obtain one that is much cheaper without a substantial commute. After the September 15 deadline, you may have a choice between paying more than $200 per night, or paying only about a $100, and commuting a significant distance by train each way. Recently, the tourist traffic in New York has increased considerably, and finding a room is much more difficult than it was 2-3 years ago.
Getting There
The Hotel Pennsylvania is in the central part of Manhattan, on Seventh Avenue, it occupies the entire block between 32nd and 33 Street, and half of the block between Seventh and Sixth Avenue. This location is served very well by public transportation; nearby there are subway entrances to lines A, C, E, 1, 2, 3, 4, B, D, F, N, Q and R, and to PATH (trains to Newark and Hoboken in New Jersey). From JFK, there are three transportation options. For a fixed rate of $30 plus $3.50 toll plus tip one can take a taxi (drivers tend to be irate if the tip is under $5). The taxi trip takes between 35 minutes and 3 hours depending on traffic. For $1.50, one can get a free bus to the Howard Beach subway station, and there continue by the A line (there is no other line on this stop). The whole trip takes about 1 hour 20 minutes. For $12, one can take Gray Line bus to the Port Authority.
From LaGuardia, the options are similar. The taxi costs roughly $16 plus $3.50 toll plus tip, Carey Coach Express bus goes to Penn Station for $10. Both are between 25 and 30 minutes off-peak and up to 1 1/2 hours or more at rush hour. One can also take Q33 bus to Jackson Heights (have 6 quarters ready, go to the last stop) and take subway line E from there. From Newark airport, the Olympia Trails bus goes directly to Penn Station Terminal for $7. During rush hour, one may alternatively take the NJ Transit 303 bus (or a taxi) to Newark's Penn Station (not to be confused with NY Penn Station), and from there continue by PATH train (for $1). In PATH, one has to change trains at Journal Square (walk across the platform from the World Trade Center train to the 33rd St. train). Reversing this latter route may be your fastest route out of town of all the airports from the conference hotel during rush hour.
Car travel: For people traveling by car, we may offer a word of caution. Both driving and parking in Manhattan is relatively easy provided you stick to certain simple rules. Don't drive during business hours. After the conference, it may be better to enjoy a city afternoon and leave after 8 pm to avoid gridlock. Don't park on the street: the car can be broken into and the ticket for incorrect parking can be so high that you could wish that the car was broken into instead. Parking garages are plentiful and convenient (expect about $20-25 per 24 hours). The nearest parking garage is at 371 Seventh Ave., near 31st street. There are also other garages on 31st and 34th streets.
Climate:
The average high temperature in October is 65
• C), but there is a wide degree of variation. Visitors should also be prepared for rain.
Things to Do
During the 1880s and '90s, the area around the hotel was known as the Tenderloin District and was filled with dance halls and bordellos. During the 1930s, big band jazz orchestras were entertaining in Hotel Pennsylvania. Today, this area is known as the Fashion District, as it is full of stores with apparel, fabric stores, dress designers, etc. The largest department store in the world, Macy's, is one block away. Two blocks away, one can find Empire State Building, the second tallest in the city, with its famous observation deck.
The nearest area with a concentration of good restaurants is Greenwich Village, 20 blocks to the south (one street block ≈ 1 minute walking). Adjacent is multi-ethnic East Village, artistic SoHo, China Town and Little Italy. Just strolling, shopping and eating is a great experience. Notes: (1) Only tourists eat in Little Italy. (2) To the south of these neighborhoods is the gloomy Financial District. Beginning 10 blocks north from the hotel is the Theatre District, with adjacent Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. One can spend a typical New York afternoon by going to a concert, theatre, musical, opera or ballet, and later visiting a restaurant on the Upper West Side. New York has some of the best museums in the world, and a large number of art galleries. To choose an exhibition or a cultural event one can buy one of the two magazines, the New Yorker or New York. Of the tourist guides, one of the best is published in the Eyewitness Travel Guides series.
